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pace of arrests is quicker and the Indian Police is even
readier to use lathi and rifle.

THE RENT STRIKE

One fact, indeed, Sir Samuel Hoare gave us by
way of proving the success of repression. After admit-
ting what I predicated a year ago that the No-Rent
strike in the United Provinces had the makings of an
agrarian revolution, he claimed that it is now virtually
over. It may be so, one has no means of checking
official optimism; under a censorship one can neither
believe nor deny. But if it be so, it was not prison or
the rifle or the Lathi which brought this about. I have a
cutting from a local newspaper that reached me in spite
of Police vigilance, which seems to give the true reason.
In the Cawnpore district the Collector it states officially
announced reduction both of rents and irrigation char-
ges by 50 per cent.

ORDINANCES

The Government in fact, has granted what the
Congress in vain sought it to grant. It drafted its
terrific Ordinance ; it shot down starving peasants ; it
flung the leaders into prison and within six weeks it
had to yield exactly what they demanded and it had
refused. That is not a success for the'lathi* and it
promises, in spite of official optimism, an empty trea-
sury ; for to halve the rent is to halve the land-revenue
also.